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that this identity is far from clear to many persons whose
fulness of ethical experience gives them every title to
judge -3 and that into these penetralia of ultimate analysis
no one should pass with bold and noisy step, but at the
threshold should take off the shoes from his feet, and leave
his dogmatic haste, and move with listening silence and
wakeful eye. Even then perhaps defining words may fail
him, if he tries to tell what are the tones that floated to
him through that still air, and what recesses the entering
lights revealed when they pierced the perspective of shade.
But under the profound impression of these cautions, I
must endeavour to say how I understand this apex and
crown of human character.

When we look back upon the gradations of motive which
we have surveyed, and shape into distinctness the feeling
with which we contemplate their intervals, it seems to carry
two or three varying aspects, each of which is marked by
some characteristic expression. This spring of action is
noble, and I admire it: it is binding, and I obey it: it is
the dictate of perfect Mind, and I revere it. When I re-
flect upon the second and thud of these predicates, I
observe a difference between them, which often becomes
conspicuous in real life. If, m a case of conflict, we see
the binding motive prevail, we approve the preference: we
do not hesitate to praise it; i.e. we stand towards it in the
attitude of a critical and judicial onlooker, entitled to
distribute verdicts according to deserts, and to patronise
the trustworthy. This is the characteristic feeling towards
Morality: it visits whatever is obeyed as Right between
man and man. It preserves the same aspect, whether the
right thing on which it is directed be another's or our own:
we approve ourselves m a similar spirit of complacency,
realising the Proverb's assurance, 'a good man shall be
satisfied from himself1.' The idea of right, crystallised m
this form, may be of great efficacy, and produce a morally
righteous life; belonging, "however, to the type of dry
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